PROTECTION  AND PRODUCERS.	191
illustrated by the import duty we levy on borax and boracic acid. We had no duties on borax and boracic acid (which have important uses in many branches of manufacture) until it was discovered that in the State of Nevada nature had provided a deposit of nearly pure borax for the use of the people of this continent This free gift of the Almighty having been reduced to private ownership, in accordance with the laws of the United States for such cases made and provided, the enterprising forestallers at once applied to Congress for (and of coarse secured) the imposition of a duty which would make borax artificially dear and increase the profits of this monopoly of a natural advantage.
While our manufacturers and other producers have been caught readily enough with the delusive promise that protection would increase their profits, and have used their influence to institute and maintain protective duties, I am inclined to think that the most efficient interest on the side of protection in the United States has been that of those who have possessed themselves of lands or other natural .advantages which they hoped protection would make more valuable.   For it has been not merely the owners of  coal, iron,  timber,  sugar, orange, or wine lands, of salt springs, borax lakes, or copper deposits, who have seen in the shutting out of foreign competition a quicker demand and higher value for their lands, but the same feeling has had its influence upon the holders of city and village real estate who, realizing that the establishment of factories or th< working of mines in their vicinity would give value t< their lots, have been disposed to support a policy whicl had for its avowed object the transfer of such Industrie from other countries to our own.

